Secreted frizzled-related protein 2-mediated cancer events: Friend or foe?
Secreted frizzled-related protein (SFRP)2, an identified member of the SFRPs family of molecules, is often methylated in human cancers and its down-regulation is closely related to Wnt signaling activity and tumor progression. Although the blocker of the Wnt signaling has not been fully used in clinical trial, interest has been further enhanced by the realization of SFRPs' potential as targets to modulate Wnt signaling and cancer cell growth. Emerging evidence showed that SFRP2 was an anti-oncogene, however, a steady flow of research has indicated that it may also have tumor promotion effects in some cancer types. Furthermore, SFRP2 methylation was shown to accelerate cancer cell invasion and growth in tumor progression. In this review, we define recent understanding of the diverse roles of SFRP2 in tumorigenesis, and it might promote the development of novel drugs for curing cancer by targeting SFRP2.